SPECIAL FEATURE NO, 3-1275 MARCH 6, 1978 
BOB GRANT/AFRICAN DIV. 


OSCAR IN ORBIT 
ANNCR: 
THE WORLD'S NEWEST COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE -- THIS ONE FOP 
RADIO AMATEURS OR "HAMS" AROUND THE WORLD -- IS NOW IN ORBIT. 
VOA'S BOB GRANT REPORTS. 
VOICE: 

OSCAR EIGHT ACHIEVED A POLAR ORBIT EARLY SUNDAY AND IS NOW 
OPERATING AS A COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

OSCAR -- THE ACRONYM STANDS FOR ORBITING SATELLITE CARRYING 
AMATEUR RADIO ~-- IS THE EIGHTH OF A SERIES. IT WAS BUILT BY 
AMATEURS IN THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, WEST GERMANY, AND JAPAN, 
AND WAS LAUNCHED INTO A POLAR ORBIT FROM THE U.S. SPACE AGENCY'S 
WESTERN TEST RANGE IN CALIFORNIA, RIDING PIGGY-8ACK ON THE NEW 
LANDSAT THREE SATELLITE WHICH ALSO MOVED INTO A SUCCESSFUL 
ORBIT. 

DURING ITS THREE YEAR LIFE SPAN OSCAR EIGHT IS EXPFCTED 
TO BE USED FOR A WIDE RANGE OF PROGRAMS INCLUDING EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN MEDICAL CENTERS AND ISOLATED AREAS; AND 
IN MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS WITH PLANES, SHIPS AND CARS. 

IT WILL ALSO BE USED FOR CLASS-ROOM COMMUNICATIONS 
INSTRUCTION IN THE U.S. AND CANADA. 

THE SATELLITE WAS PLACED IN ITS ORBIT AT AN ALTITUDE OF ABOUT 
900 KILOMETERS. 

HAMS AROUND THE WORLD ARE NOW ABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH 
OSCAR EIGHT ON THE FREQUENCY OF 435 POINT ONE MEGAHERTZ. THE 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE IN HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, SAYS IT WILL 
SEND QSL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT CARDS OUT TO ANY OF YOU WHO HEAR THE 
NEW SATELLITE, THE FREQUENCY AGAIN IN 435 POINT ONE MEGAHERTZ. 


LD/RCS 


